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LETTERS 




Are Faith 
Leaders Out 
of Touch? 

The premise is 
great, the petition 
and its contents 
sound, but how 
disappointing is it 
that our faith lead- 
ers are gathering 
in Winnipeg instead of Toronto (Prayers 
for Our World, May)? The G8 and G20 
have never been held in the same place 
at the same time before and the best we 
can do is get together thousands of kilo- 
metres away and phone in our input? This 
is especially concerning when many of our 
headquarters are in Toronto! Would this 
not have been the time for a massive faith 
gathering to demonstrate to the leaders of 
our global community our solidarity on 
these issues and shout for justice? The 
decision to hold the Religious Leaders' 
Summit in Winnipeg has just ratified the 
complaint of the non- faith crowd that says 
we are out of touch and irrelevant. 

Name withheld 

Authentic Christianity 

Thanks for the article on Southlands 
Community Church located in Winnipeg 
(In Community, Serving Community, 
May). Southlands is a faith-building church 
where everybody is somebody. 

Henry Armstrong 



In Community, 
Serving Community 




Wow! I think 
I want to join 
Southlands. I've 
heard great things 
about Southlands 
from other people 
who have visited 
and who attend 
the church. Being 
a part of a multi- 
cultural family, I'm delighted to see such 




an expression in a Salvation Army con- 
gregation. As I write this, my prayer is 
that God will continue to bless the people 
of Southlands and its leaders, and that 
Southlands will continue to shine the light 
of Christ in its community. 

Major KathieChiu 

Promoting 
Discipleship 

I believe that 
Colonel Floyd 
Tidd has iden- 
tified a weak- 
ness that surely 
needs addressing 
(Partners in the 
Gospel, April) in 
regards to discussing the issue of natural 
communication — moving from sports, 
fashion, world crisis, etc., to the world 
of heart, spirit, soul. I trust that there will 
be further comment, more reflection and 
resources that may be used by the average 
soldier of Christ in his or her journey of 
life. I really do believe that this is crucial 
to the gospel being told in our postmod- 
ern world. Testimony has power, but it 
can only be heard as we learn the art of 
effective communication. I am hoping to 
hear more on this vital area. 

Name withheld 



North of 60 l 



Northern 
Exposure 

It is great to 
hear more about 
Whitehorse (North 
of 60, April). I 
spent two sum- 
mers in that great 
frontier town in 
the 1970s, before 
the Army had a presence there. Take care 
of those folks. My prayers go with you. 
Captain Patrick Lublink 



Fashion Statements 

I think often the uniform is a good tool for 
witness (Committed Fashionistas, April), 
but we also have to be sensitive to cultural 
differences in the world. Quite often, a 
military uniform is viewed negatively, even 
frighteningly especially by people who 
have escaped from a situation of military 
occupation in their country. 

Luke Faulkner 



Officership: A Lifetime Call? 



Officership is not a career, :;' 
but a covenant relationship 

designed for the long haul. % 

Ofcourseifwewantpeople : 

to sign up, we need to ; 

change our approach. ! 



Deep 
Decisions 

Having been 
an officer, I can 
offer a perspec- 
tive on this ques- 
tion (Officership: 
A Lifetime Call?, 
April). When I 
went into training 
I viewed officership as a lifelong calling and 
it was something that I did not take lightly. 
It was also something that I did not take 
lightly when I resigned five years ago. My 
reasons for leaving were of another calling 
deep in my heart for Chinese ministry that 
I felt was stronger than my calling to offi- 
cership. I believe that we are to covenant 
with God for lifelong ministry in whatever 
capacity that he calls us to, having the 
privilege of being in the "priesthood of all 
believers" and being "ministers of recon- 
ciliation and the gospel." Having said all 
this, I truly loved my time as an officer 
and I believe that God uses both clergy 
and laity to fulfil his purposes. 

Ray Lok 

Salvationist magazine welcomes your 
feedback. We reserve the right to edit 
all comments for clarity and brevity. 
Comments may be submitted by e-mail at 
Salvationist@can.salvationarmy.org; mail 
at Salvationist Magazine, 2 Overlea Blvd, 
Toronto, Ontario, M4H 1P4; or online at 
Salvationist, ca. 
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EDITORIAL 



And the Survey Says . . . 




Do you ever wonder what aver- 
age Canadians think about The 
Salvation Army? Have you ever 
been curious about their level of aware- 
ness of the scope of work that we do on a 
daily basis with the hungry and homeless 
of Canadian society? 

Well, it's more than curiosity that 
motivates the Army's executive to find 
answers to these questions. More than 1.5 
million Canadians receive help each year 
from our services. One third of the funding 
comes from a very generous and support- 
ive public. Contributions are received in 
the Christmas kettles, by letter appeals, 
school fundraisers, church bake sales and 
Internet donations. Our donors contribute 
in many ways to help make a difference in 
the lives of fellow Canadians who need a 
helping hand. It takes a lot of concerned 
citizens to make a difference! 

Over the past 20 years, territorial head- 
quarters has hired The Strategic Counsel, 
an outside agency, to ask Canadians about 
their awareness of The Salvation Army. The 
latest survey was conducted from October 
29 to November 1, 2009, among a nation- 
ally representative group of Canadians 
aged 18 and over. Exactly 1,161 people 
participated from across Canada, repre- 
senting a significant enough sample to be 
accurate to within 3.1 percent, or 19 times 
out of 20. In other words, as surveys go, 



this one is quite reliable. 

Here is a brief summary of the survey 
results: 

• 32 percent of Canadians unaided 
(without prompting from the survey- 
takers) have an awareness of The 
Salvation Army and its charitable 
work. The Army had the fourth- 
highest mention amongst all Canadian 
charitable organizations 

• 99 percent, when asked if they 
had heard of The Salvation Army, 
responded in the affirmative 



The strength of the 

Army has always been 

its people 



• Almost half of all Canadians made a 
donation to The Salvation Army last 
year 

• The Salvation Army is recognized 
as the charity most associated with 
helping homeless people and families 
in need amongst all other Canadian 
charitable organizations 

• 82 percent believe that the Army is 
an organization that wisely uses any 
money donated to it 

• 62 percent find The Salvation Army's 
Christian values reassuring 

While telephone surveys admittedly 
have their limitations, the messages 
received are encouraging for all of us who 
are part of this global organization called 
The Salvation Army. The results are also 
humbling. They provide a reminder of the 
sacred trust that officers, soldiers, adher- 
ents and volunteers share in representing 
Christ in the communities where we live 
and serve. 

Opportunities for service abound for 

all of us to help others. The strength of 

the Army has always been its people 

who seek to share the love of Christ 

through compassionate service to 

those in need. 

MAJOR JIM CHAMP 
Editor-in-Chief 
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AROUND THE TERRITORY 



An Adventure to Change the World 



THE THEME FOR JUNIOR youth 
councils in the Alberta and Northern 
Territories Division was Justice Journey: 
An Adventure to Change the World. "We 
wanted to do something meaningful for 
the kids, reminding them that with God's 
help they can create justice in the world," 
says Captain Anita Pearce, children's min- 
istries secretary. Fifty children gathered 
at Berkshire Citadel in Calgary, collected 
their pretend "passports," boarded the 
"justice jet" and sang worship songs to 
fuel the plane's engines. The first stop was 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, where 
the kids met a young girl who does not 
have access to enough clean water. The 
children learned how water is used and 
conserved in developing countries and 
pledged to conserve this valuable resource 
at home. 

They then travelled to Zimbabwe, 
where orphans struggle to find food and 



to pay school fees. The children played 
a game to experience being an orphan: 




Children at junior youth councils in Calgary 
made tie-dyed t-shirts to send to children in 
Tshelanyemba, Zimbabwe 



helping sick parents, changing diapers, 
washing and hanging clothes, and finding 
and cooking food. The young people raised 
$50 to send an orphan in Tshelanyemba, 
Zimbabwe, to school for a year and also 
made tie-dyed t-shirts for children in that 
community. After lunch, they travelled next 
to Vancouver to learn about people who 
have no homes. They built a house made of 
blocks and wrote letters to their members 
of Parliament, expressing concern about 
homelessness in Canada. Finally, they 
flew back to Calgary to learn about immi- 
grants and refugees and made "Welcome 
to Canada" magnets for children who are 
new to our country. "The young people 
were attentive toward those facing injus- 
tice. It was beautiful to hear them praying 
for people they've never met, and to see 
them taking practical steps toward making 
a better world," says Rochelle McAlister, 
special guest for the weekend. 



Tents for Haiti 

JOHN KERSHAW, MANAGING director, national recyc- 
ling operations, THQ, challenged every thrift store in 
the Canada and Bermuda Territory to raise money to 
pay for one tent for Haiti, valued at $500. Though the 
Ontario region has only 29 stores, their goal was to 
raise enough money to buy 50 tents. They exceeded 
their target by raising nearly $28,000, enough to pay 
for 55 tents. 

The regional operation utilized promotional tools, 
including its www.tstores.ca website, Tents for Haiti 
Kettle program signs, letters to community businesses 
and organizations, and requests to professional partners 
such as landlords, contractors and suppliers. Local media 
also did stories for the campaign. "This team effort gives 
shelter to 300 people whom we'll never meet, but who 
are nevertheless our brothers and sisters," says David 
Court, regional director for NRO in central Ontario. 




The Salvation Army purchased 500 tents from China to house 
Haitians left homeless by the devastating earthquake on 
January 12,2010 



From Income Support to Employment 




Graduates of 
the Building 
Service Worker 
Program cele- 
brate their 
accomplish- 
ment 



IN PARTNERSHIP WITH the College of the North Atlantic, The Salvation 
Army New Hope Community Centre, St. John's, N.L., is offering a 12-week 
employment initiative called the Building Service Worker Program. Geared 
for persons ages 30-64 with barriers to employment, the course teaches 
skills in cleaning and janitorial services. The goal of the program is to move 
people from income support to employment or from welfare to work. The 
College of the North Atlantic provides the teacher trainer and personal 
development teacher, and the provincial government funds the course. 

The program is designed to meet the needs of low income persons in 
the downtown core area, including the unemployed, underemployed and 
especially those receiving income support. Many of these individuals are 
homeless or have inadequate housing. Completing the program provides 
people with the employment skills in building maintenance and enhan- 
ces their employment options in the community with cleaning service 
companies, hotels, schools, hospitals and government buildings. "At the 
graduation ceremony, it is amazing to see the pride of people who have 
worked hard to receive recognition and accomplished training in some- 
thing solid for the first time," said Wanda Burt, then executive director 
of New Hope Community Centre. 
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AROUND THE TERRITORY 



Mission in a Pluralistic Society 



ON APRIL 25, Timothy Eaton Memorial 
Church celebrated the Wesleyan tradition 
through music and the Word as part of 
its 100 years of ministry in Toronto. The 
service included various denominations 
with Wesleyan roots, such as The Salvation 
Army. Dr. Timothy Tennent, president of 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, 
Kentucky, spoke eloquently on the risen 
Lord and the worldwide mission of the 
Church. Tennent proclaimed the unique- 
ness of Jesus Christ in a pluralistic cul- 
ture and emphasized the transforming, 
reconciling power of the risen Christ to 
bring together people of all languages and 
ethnicities. 

Dr. Tennent was also the main speaker 
for a Wesley ministry conference hosted 
by Toronto's Tyndale University College 



and Seminary on April 26. He lectured on 
several pertinent topics, including "Seven 
Mega-trends Shaping the Church of the 
21st Century" and "The Person and Work 
of Christ in a World of Religious 
Pluralism." He reminded the 215 
participants that they can no 
longer characterize Canada and 
the United States as Christian 
in their dominant ethos and 
worldview. Yet, the arrival of 
thousands of religiously sensitive 
immigrants annually in North 
America presents exciting oppor- 
tunities for missions at home to 
become "the greatest source of 
Christian renewal in the Western 
world." Tennent believes that the 
Wesleyan emphasis on "robust 



discipleship," focusing on quality rather 
than numbers, holds the best promise 
for a "thrilling new phase of Christian 
growth." 




From left, panellists Rev. Jim Cantalon, Dr. Howard A. Snyder, 
Dr. Timothy Tennent and Dr. Jonathan Raymond field ques- 
tions from participants at Wesley ministry conference 




Gospel Arts Celebrated 
at Somerset 



WEST END COMMUNITY CHURCH in Somerset, Bermuda, held 
its 20th annual gospel arts program on March 20-21. Saturday's 
Night of Praise featured the young people's and senior bands, vocal 
and instrumental soloists, liturgical dancers and a musical family 
item, including participants from the North Street Citadel and 
St. George's corps. Performances were based around the theme, 
"Make Me a Servant." The band played new Army marches, solos 
and a classical transcription. Other participants used contempor- 
ary gospel music from Marvin Sapp's arrangement of Above All 
to Fred Hammond's This is the Day. Major Susanne Fisher, then 
divisional youth secretary, emceed the program, and Major Doug 
Lewis, then divisional commander, spoke from God's Word. 

The Sunday morning service also utilized gospel arts with 
Lieutenant Peter Robinson, corps officer, and the teen Sunday 
school class dramatically illustrating the Scripture reading. Major 
Doug Lewis' message, "Tone Deaf: Musically and Spiritually," 
inspired the congregation and led people to rededicate themselves 
as the Lord's servants. 



Funding for a Better Future 



CANADAS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT has allocated $274,897 
to the Army in Kelowna, B.C., for Female Lone Parent Family 
Breakthrough. The 36-month program will increase economic 
security, financial literacy skills and social connections among low- 
income female lone-parent families. "This project will significantly 
benefit vulnerable mothers and children in Kelowna," says Ron 
Cannan, MP for Kelowna-Lake Country. "By assisting low-income 
single mothers with the myriad challenges of parenting, we are 
offering them a real chance for a better future." 

"We are pleased to have the support of the government of 
Canada for our promising new project, which will provide single 
mothers with the skills and knowledge to improve their own 
lives and the lives of their children," says Major Toni Cartmell, 
corps officer in Kelowna. The program will work with 10 women 
beginning in the first year and add 10 women for each of the 
next two years. Key components will be mentoring support, 
participating in new experiences, volunteerism, hands-on educa- 
tion and skill building. The corps will contribute $90,000 from 
local funds to the project. 




Conn 
Life an 



From left, MP Ron Cannan and MjrsToni and Ron Cartmell 



6 1 July 2010 I Salvationist 



AROUND THE TERRITORY 



The Glory of Easter at North York 



THE PRESENCE OF GOD was keenly 
felt as Toronto's North York Temple cele- 
brated Christ in worship and in commun- 
ity during a glorious Easter season. Good 
Fridays service created moods of solemnity 
and expectation, through musical selec- 
tions such as the band's Silent Vigil, the 
songsters' Gentle Shepherd, the singing 
company's Green Hill and the congrega- 
tional song Arise, My Soul, Arise. In his 
sermon entitled "Roll the Dice," Major 
Randy Hicks, corps officer, focused on the 
events surrounding the death of Christ. On 
Friday afternoon, band members headed 
up a march of witness organized by the 
Armenian Apostolic Churches in Toronto, 
attracting 2,000 participants along the 
streets of Scarborough, Ont. 

With the theme "The Glory of Easter," 
the Saturday evening concert featured the 
Elmer Iseler Singers, a renowned 20-voice 
professional choir from Toronto, per- 
forming Salvation Army music. North 
York Temple Band's highlight item was 



Ray Steadman-Allen's demanding piece, 
The Holy War. The singing company and 
timbrel brigade also participated. 

Commissioner Marilyn D. Francis, ter- 
ritorial president of women's ministries, 
gave a stimulating devotional to the 250 
people who attended the Sunday morning 



community breakfast on the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. In the celebration 
service afterward, she sang Then Came 
the Morning. Commissioner William W 
Francis, territorial commander, encouraged 
the congregation with his Bible message, 
"Our Lamb Has Conquered." 




North York Temple Singing Company 




Timbrelists perform 



North York Temple Band marches through the streets of Scarborough, Ont., on Good Friday 



Celebrating 125 Years in Peterborough 



PETERBOROUGH TEMPLE CELEBRATED 
its 125th anniversary on Palm Sunday week- 
end under the leadership of Commissioners 
William W and Marilyn D. Francis, ter- 
ritorial leaders. Celebrations began with 
a banquet held at the Peterborough Naval 
Association with guests MP Dean Del 
Mastro, MPP Jeff Leal and Alderman Eric 
Martin. Heather Robertson evoked a nos- 
talgic moment in singing His Eye Is on the 
Sparrow, a solo her great-grandmother, 



Ivy Shadgett, used to sing. Commissioner 
Marilyn Francis' devotional message urged 
people to take time to develop their rela- 
tionships with God. 

Children entered the temple on Sunday 
morning waving branches as the band 
played Let There Be Praise. Commissioner 
William Francis enrolled Jumaani Davison 
as a senior soldier and Commissioner 
Marilyn Francis sang People Need the 
Lord. The territorial commander reminded 



those present that while our forms may 
change over time, we must "never lose the 
essence of who we are." After his sermon, 
Commissioner Francis invited the census 
board and corps council members to the 
front of the sanctuary, and prayed for them 
and the future of the corps. 

An afternoon musicale concluded the 
spiritually refreshing weekend, featur- 
ing excellent performances by the corps' 
music groups. 
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MINISTRY IN ACTION 



Making It Happen 

By consolidating its services under one roof, The Salvation Army's Centre of Hope 
in London, Ont, effectively tackles citywide needs 



BY KEN RAMSTEAD, EDITOR, FAITH & FRIENDS AND FOI &VIE 




M 



ajor Neil Lewis and the staff at 
the Centre of Hope in London, 
Ont., were working on a prob- 
lem concerning one of their clients. The 
obstacles to getting him the care he needed 
seemed insurmountable and there appeared 
to be no solution in sight. 

"1 got tired of my own excuses as well 
as those of everyone else," explains Major 
Lewis, the centre's executive director. "I 
told my staff, 'Enough! We're talking about 
a human being here. 1 don't care about 
excuses anymore. This has to happen, so 
we need to go out and make it happen.' 
And they did!" 

The slogan stuck. "From that point on, 
whenever a problem comes up, all I have 
to do now is give my staff 'the look,' and 
they reply, 'We know, Major, just make 
it happen.' 

"At the heart of that slogan," continues 
Major Lewis, "is the belief that through 
the power of God, we can do anything 
when a client's life is at stake. Doing the 
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impossible. That's what we try to do here 
at the Centre of Hope." 

Overlapping Ministry 

The Centre of Hope had its origins eight 
and a half years ago. The previous Salvation 
Army building in London was more than 
a half century old and was showing its 
age. The facilities were antiquated and 
the hostel facilities overcrowded. At that 
time, London itself required almost 200 
shelter beds and the city was in desper- 
ate need of services. The Army realized 
that this represented an opportunity to 
bring together many of their disparate 
departments under one roof while filling 
a citywide need. 

"I'd been praying for the opportunity 
to get back into social work," says Major 
Lewis, a 20-year veteran of the Army who 
was then the public relations director in 
London. "When this opportunity arose, I 
said, 'Take me! Take me!' " 

The major has been the executive 



Centre of Hope 



director of the Centre of Hope since it 
opened in 2005, and with his wife, Major 
Dale Lewis, oversaw its initial planning, 
supervised the construction and assisted 
with the fundraising. 

With 143 staff and a 267-bed capacity 
(with 18 more beds in withdrawal man- 
agement), the six-storey building has a 
walk-in clinic, a street outreach ministry 
and emergency services, all under one roof. 
Last year, 3,946 people used the hostel's 
services, more than 8,000 families were 
helped by the centre's food bank and 5,625 
Christmas hampers were distributed. 

"The overlap of services stands us in 
good stead," says Major Lewis. "What one 
department can't provide, another can. It's 
that simple." 

Sense of Community 

Major Lewis came into the position with 
definite ideas on how he wanted the cen- 
tre's clients viewed. "Up until recently, 
what I've always considered unsavoury 
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terms were used to describe hostelling in 
Canada," he says, "terms such as 'three hots 
[meals] and a cot' and 'warehousing.' I've 
always felt that The Salvation Army has 
gone well beyond meeting the needs of 
those who have fallen through the cracks 
in our society. But there was one point I 
wanted to address and that was the need 
for a sense of community. 

"I was determined to develop a feeling 
that the Centre of Hope was their home, 
if only for a short time. I wanted people 
to feel that they belonged here and had a 
voice in how the services that affected them 
were delivered. To truly be a community, 
you have to be part of it, and my hope 
was to develop that sense of belonging. I 
think we have." 

That sense of community is seen in 
the corridors of the Centre of Hope. No 
graffiti marks the walls, there's no vandal- 
ism to speak of, and clients and staff alike 
are treated — and treat each other — with 
respect and courtesy. 

"We minimize violence at the Centre 
of Hope," says Major Lewis with pride. 
"We set the tone of the building, working 
on those things that lessen the chance 
of violence or friction. Little things like 
changing the way we provide meals for 
people." 

"Everybody Wins" 

Rather than using processed and prepack- 
aged foods, Matt Kutney, the Centre of 
Hope's food services manager, has intro- 
duced fresh options. 

Born in Toronto, Kutney trained in 
the United States and then returned to 
his hometown, where he worked in the 
city's finer dining establishments as well as 
some of the larger corporate chains such 
as Milestones. 

Kutney brought with him a chef's sens- 
ibilities. "Our menus allow for flexibility. 



Just as I have always 
done at the other res- 
taurants I worked for, I 
visit produce suppliers 
and wholesalers to find 
out what's in season 
and what's available. If 
a farmer donates, say, a 
thousand potatoes, I'll 
incorporate them into 
the menu." 

Kutney s staff of 15 
prepares everything 
fresh on the premises. 
They've reduced the 
salt and sugar used, 
and introduced whole- 
wheat bread, tortillas and brown rice. 
Vegetables are served with every meal and 
the menus are overseen by a dietician. 

"If you're going to serve food, you 
should cook it from fresh," Kutney 
maintains, "and it should be the same as 
you'd serve at home because, really, the 
people that live at the centre, this is their 
home." Kutney and his staff routinely have 
people — both staff and clients — come up 
to them after a meal and tell them how the 
dish reminded them of home. "That's the 
highest compliment that someone could 
ever pay me," says Kutney. 

"The residents are happy because 
they're eating real food instead of canned," 
he says, "and the staff are happy because 
they're eating restaurant-quality food. 
Everybody wins." 

Faith Bedrock 

Next to the cafeteria is the chapel, whose 
location figured prominently in a recent 
spiritual encounter. 

"One man used to come to chapel every 
week in order to get to the head of the 
line for the meals, which were right after 
the services," relates Dan White, one of 




Clients say the cafeteria fare reminds them of home 



the Centre of Hope's chaplains. Curiosity 
overcame the man after a couple of weeks, 
however, and once he started listening to 
the sermons, he became a regular church- 
goer. 

"He unfortunately passed away this 
past year," White says, "but the last time I 
spoke to him, the man told me, T used to 
go to chapel to get to the food, but now I 
attend because I feel part of the congrega- 
tion.' He'd recognized something here that 
was soul-giving." 

The centre's chapel has services twice 
a week, with daily devotionals. Close to 
100 people attend each service. 

"The spiritual aspect of the centre 
undergirds everything we do here," believes 
White. "Faith is central to everything else 
that goes on at the centre." 

Shelter From the Storm 

"You've saved my life." "I don't know where 
we would be now without you." "God 
bless you and your work." 

"We get cards and letters like that all the 
time," says Debra Johnston, the manager 
of housing support services at the Centre 
of Hope. 





Mjrs Neil and Dale Lewis with a client 



Clients and staff at a Centre of Hope function 
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The list of services offered is as lengthy 
as the needs of the clients: 

• HOMES. Housing Outreach for 
Maintenance, Education and Stability 
provides tenancy-related education, 
information and resources. 

• THAW The Heat And Warmth 
program offers seasonal financial 
relief in the event of a threatened 
disconnection of service or a bill in 
arrears. 

• Rent Bank. An interest-free loan can be 
provided to assist in avoiding eviction. 

Johnstons staff also assists people trying 
to get back into the work force by offering 
job-posting information and resume assist- 
ance. If needed, they also provide proper 
work attire, right down to the steel- toed 
boots and safety glasses that are required 
onanyjobsite. 

"We prepare Christmas hampers and 
toys, provide back-to-school assistance — 
backpacks, pencils and so on — and run a 
food bank, too," continues Maggie Wilson- 
King, family services manager. "We help 
people purchase prescription drugs and 
even help them acquire prescription glasses 
if they don't have the means." 

"It's all about giving people the help 
they need," adds Johnston. 

Making Connections 

Part of that help is the centre's hostel ser- 
vices. 

"I've been asked what my definition 
of success is," says Stacey Thibodeau, the 
women's hostel manager. "I think every 
day is a success for us. Even someone 
who comes in and tells us that she hasn't 
used drugs in a couple of days, that's huge 
news." 

One of Thibodeau's clients was a young 
18-year-old woman who had been hooked 
on heroin. A month earlier, she was hys- 



terical because she could not find any 
veins to inject the drugs. Thibodeau's 
staff managed to get her into withdrawal 
management, where they kept her clean 
for three days. 

"She came back a few days ago," 
Thibodeau reports. "She's still using, still 
crying out for help, but she feels safe here, 
which is why she keeps coming back." 

"If we can understand where clients are 
coming from, we can work with them. If 
we can't make the connection, we're done 
for," explains Tom McPherson, a men's 
hostel support worker. 

How does he make that connection? 

"We talk and talk and talk," he 
responds. "I don't sugar-coat things, either, 
and I think the clients respect that. 

"It's emotionally and physically drain- 
ing," McPherson goes on to say. "I go home 
dog-tired every night." 

What keeps him coming in to work 
every day? "Helping people. That's what 
I got into this for." 

One man, an active drug user, had 
been in and out of the centre a number 
of times. He managed to stay clean, went 
back to school and became a social service 
worker. 

"But it wouldn't have happened with- 
out withdrawal management," concludes 
McPherson. 

First-Day Jitters 

Addiction counsellor Harold Downer has 
been with the withdrawal management 
department since the centre's opening. 
There is no typical day for him. "You never 
know what's coming through those doors," 
he says. Screening patients, consulting 
with peers and dealing with people in 
crisis situations allow for no set routine. 
"Withdrawal management is acute," he 
says. "Dealing with a person who has just 



seizured demands your best. 

"Withdrawal management is one of the 
most important pieces in the addiction- 
and-recovery puzzle," he argues. "Part of 
our success, though, has to do with The 
Salvation Army itself, their core values 
and what they stand for. People are get- 
ting help, people are benefiting from what 
we do, and I'm proud to be a part of that 
process." 

"That's what led me to want to work at 
the Centre of Hope," saysjaleena Daw, on 
her first day as a withdrawal management 
counsellor. "I first started volunteering at 
the drop-in centre here and kept apply- 
ing until a spot opened up for me. I'm 
nervous but I can't think of a finer way 
to help people." 

Hearts and Minds 

Why is the Centre of Hope so success- 
ful? 

Part of the reason is the real-estate man- 
tra of, "Location, location, location." Not 
only is the Centre of Hope centrally located 
near the downtown core but it combines 
a myriad of important services under one 
roof. "I like to call it one-stop-shopping," 
smiles Maggie Wilson- King. "If I can't help 
someone, I'm certain someone else in the 
building can. That's a comfort." 

"Another important fact is that we treat 
the entire person holistically, body and 
soul," adds Harold Downer. "The spiritual 
element is never far from what we do." 

"I look out over the courtyard," says 
Major Neil Lewis, "and any of the people 
milling about could be me or my brother, 
my father, my aunt. It takes so little to fall 
through the cracks: job loss, divorce, a 
mental or physical setback. 

"The Lord's work is being done, in the 
hearts and the minds of the people we are 
helping." 




Worship is key to the centre's mission 
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Food is prepared fresh and in season 



Agents of Peace 

Booth College's 201 graduating class challenged by vital 
Christian faith, rigorous learning and active service 




Booth College 2010 graduating class. Front row: Dr. David Neale, vice-president and academic dean; 
Dr. Donald Burke, president; Commissioner Marilyn D. Francis; Commissioner William W. Francis, 
chancellor; General Paul Rader (Rtd); Comr Kay Rader; Dr. John Rook, chair of the board 



To a rousing rendition of I'll Go in 
the Strength of the Lord, the 28th 
graduating class of William and 
Catherine Booth College filed out of 
Winnipeg's Knox United Church after a 
weekend filled with celebrations and words 
of challenge. A total of 71 students were 
recognized for their achievements as cer- 
tificates and degrees were awarded during 
the graduation ceremony. Valedictorian 
Sharon Welty, who received a bachelor 
of social work, spoke fondly of her years 
as a student. She recounted how she and 
her classmates have grown through the 
challenges and triumphs of their studies 
to arrive at this crossroad, ready to make 
a difference in the world. 

General Paul A. Rader (Rtd) delivered 
the graduation address and contrasted 
the Booth College graduating class with 
the broader emerging generation that is 
largely rootless and lacking deep com- 
mitments. "You are of another ilk," pro- 
claimed General Rader. He then proceeded 
to demonstrate that the grounding the 
graduates have received at Booth College, 
with its emphasis on vital Christian faith, 
rigorous learning and active service, has 



prepared them to move forward to become 
agents of God's peace in our broken, hurt- 
ing world. 

After the granting of certificates and the 
conferral of degrees, two special awards 
were announced. The Chancellor's Medal 
is given to a graduating Winnipeg cam- 
pus student who has achieved a high aca- 
demic standing and contributed both to 





!M 






£ A 


Kw-i ^ -f 






|F^ 




^m 


Wj 


te»-,. 8 





Valedictorian Sharon Welty receives her 
academic hood from Dr. Donald Burke 



the life of the college community and to 
the wider community. This year's recipi- 
ent was Kaitlin Adlam, who also received 
a bachelor of social work. Captain Anita 
Pearce, divisional children's ministries sec- 
retary, Alberta and Northern Territories 
Division, was announced as the winner 
of the General's Medal. This award is 
granted by General Shaw Clifton to an 
extended-learning degree graduate who 
has achieved a high academic standing 
and who has demonstrated potential for 
leadership and an understanding of the 
distinctive ministry and theology of The 
Salvation Army, including the doctrine 
of holiness. 

Earlier on the Sunday, the college 
community gathered in the Clifford 
Hetherington Chapel at Booth College 
for the baccalaureate service. This time 
of worship provided an opportunity for 
the graduating class to hear words of 
exhortation and commissioning as they 
anticipated their future beyond gradua- 
tion. Following the call to worship by 
Commissioner William W Francis, territor- 
ial commander, and several congregational 
songs, the assembled crowd was inspired 
by the stirring message of Commissioner 
Kay Rader, based on Ephesians 2:1-10. 
Commissioner Marilyn D. Francis, ter- 
ritorial president of women's ministries, 
offered a prayer of blessing following the 
united confession of faith and litany by 
the graduating class. 

Coinciding with the graduation events 
was the spring meeting of the Booth 
College Board of Trustees. The board, 
which governs the college, is chaired by 
Dr. John Rook of Calgary and includes 
representatives from territorial headquar- 
ters and others from across Canada. The 
board met with Commissioners Francis, 
General Rader and Commissioner Rader 
to hear about the educational needs of the 
international Army. General Rader spoke 
eloquently about the need to ensure that 
Booth College remains anchored securely 
in the mission of The Salvation Army. 

This may have been the last Booth 
College graduation weekend as, in the 
coming months, legislation to change 
the name of the institution will be con- 
sidered by the provincial legislature in 
Manitoba. Next year, The Salvation Army 
hopes to welcome the first graduates of 
Booth University College. But by whatever 
name the college is known, its students will 
continue to receive an excellent university 
education that is grounded in Christian 
faith and in the ethos of The Salvation 
Army. 
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Mjrs Kester and KathrynTrim 



From the DCs Desk 

Salutations chaleureuses de la belle 
province! EArmee du Salut (The 
Salvation Army) has been working in 
Quebec for over 125 years. It has transi- 
tioned from its English roots to the point 
where, today, over 80 percent oj our 
ministry units worship and provide ser- 
vices in French. It is both an exciting and 
challenging venture to represent Jesus 
Christ in this vibrant, unique culture. 

The Quebec Division has been prac- 
tising multicultural ministry for many 
years. Our most significant outreach at 
present is to new Canadians, many oj 
whom originate from Spanish-speaking 
countries. The Army's blend oj friendly 
evangelistic activity and practical social 
assistance enables us to build positive 
bridges of connection. It is the prayer of 
both officers and staff alike that our light 
will so shine before people that they will 
see our good deeds and come to know our 
Father in Heaven (see Matthew 5:16). 

My wife, Kathryn, and I are very priv- 
ileged to share in leadership here. Que 
Dieu vous benisse! (God bless you!) 

— Major Kester Trim 
Divisional Commander 
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Quebec Division 

In la belle province, The Salvation Army is 
sheltering the homeless, restoring the broken and 

pointing people to Jesus 



FAST FACTS: 

Quebec is Canada's 
largest province by area 
(1,542,056 km 2 ) and the 
( 4p&T second most populous 

4? province (7.8 million) after 
Ontario 

• Quebec is the only Canadian 
province that is predominantly 
French-speaking and whose sole 
official language is French at the 
provincial level 

• The Army's divisional headquarters 
is located in Montreal. There are 10 
corps in the division (two English and 
eight French) 

• The division has 18 officers, 124 
soldiers, 330 adherents, 38 junior 
soldiers and 30 recruits 



• Operating under DHQ supervision 
are seven social services centres: 
Booth Centre, L'Abri d'Espoir, 
Catherine Booth Hospital and 
community and family services in 
Montreal, La Maison Charlotte, 
Hotelleirie pour homes, and 
community and family services in 
Quebec City 

» The corps in Sherbrooke, Trois- 
Rivieres, Shawinigan, Saint-Jerome 
and Gatineau operate thrift stores 
and community and family services. 
Last year, 96,000 families were 
assisted in Quebec 

• The Montreal and Quebec City 
community crisis response units 
respond to emergencies and are also 
used as mobile kitchens 




Honouring Christ: Booth Centre chaplain, Germain Fortin (right), with residents 



A Place of Healing 

For over 50 years, the Booth Centre in 
Montreal has offered shelter to men in 
difficult circumstances and improved 
the quality of their lives. The centre can 
accommodate up to 207 residents with 
beds, meals and access to a variety pro- 



grams suited to their needs. 

Many Booth Centre residents are deal- 
ing with broken families, drug addiction, 
health problems, abuse and criminal activ- 
ity. They have often been rejected by soci- 
ety and had people give up on them. One 
example is Rejean Paquette, a man who 
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Vibrant Display: Clients from The Shore Line, a mental health program 
at Booth Centre, exhibit their artwork 



Special Delivery: Community crisis response units are also used as 
mobile kitchens in Montreal and Quebec City 



brought sadness and pain to his family 
before arriving at the Booth Centre and 
finding Jesus. Now he spends his time 
with the residents, sharing the words of 
God with them. 

"People need prayers for healing from 
their past," says Germain Fortin, Booth 
Centre's chaplain. "I firmly believe that 
Christ can heal broken hearts, stop storms 
in our lives and transform us," he says. 
Fortin organizes Bible studies and shows 
Christian films, and takes men who are 
interested to Breakfasts of Hope. 

A large part of chaplaincy at the Booth 
Centre is building relationships, visitation 
and pointing people to Jesus. "Many have 
been through therapy before, but they still 
have problems and feel guilt and shame. 
They need to know the Saviour and the 
hope Jesus can give," says Fortin. He is 
thankful for the spiritual openness of so 
many of the men who come through the 
Booth Centre. 

Francis Wexu is a former drug addict 
who never had a notion of God in his life. 
When he was incarcerated, he received an 
Easter card portraying the thief that was 
crucified with Christ. He asked Jesus to 
give him eternal life and to help him with 
his drug problem. 

When he was released from prison he 
attended the Booth Centre's therapy pro- 
gram and went to Bible classes. "Presently I 
work at the Booth Centre and I serve Jesus 
Christ," says Wexu. "Every day I honour 
Jesus as many times as I possibly can. The 
Salvation Army welcomed me like Christ 
welcomed me to follow him forever." 

"This is a work that requires patience," 
says Captain Bertrand Lessard, executive 
director. "The work of salvation is immedi- 
ate, but the men who get saved here still 
have a lot of problems that they need to 
sort out. Transformation takes time, and 



we need to keep a long-term perspective 
and trust in God," he concludes. 

Programs offered at Booth Centre 
include: 

• The Shore Line, helping men with 
mental health challenges to find sta- 
bility through reintegration and active 
participation in the community. 

• The Rudder, assisting men who feel 
isolated to get support and direction. 

• The Anchorage, a rehabilitation cen- 
tre for men who have gone through 
storms of life such as drug, alcohol 
and gambling addictions. A multi- 
disciplinary team offers therapy and 
accompanies men for six months to 
two years as they try to change their 
lives. 

• The Delta, a reintegration program 
for men who have graduated from the 
Anchorage. Like a delta at the end of a 



river that splits up into smaller rivers 
before flowing back into the sea, men 
in the program discover the many 
options that are open to them, includ- 
ing finding work, returning to studies, 
housing, budgeting, psychological 
help and judiciary help. 

Breaking Down Barriers 

"Julie" is 56 years old and lives alone with 
her cat. She was embarrassed to call The 
Salvation Army and ask for help, but even- 
tually she was forced to. Because of her 
severe health issues, she could not leave 
her apartment, so the Army's commun- 
ity and family services counsellor Nancy 
Mercier went for a home visit and brought 
food. "The fridge was empty except for 
ketchup," recounts Mercier. "Julie accepted 
my offer for prayer, and I gave her a big 
hug along with her groceries. She was so 
thankful and had tears in her eyes." 




Summer Fun: Kids attend Lac L'Achigan Camp thanks to the Army's community and family services 
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Safe Harbour: Haitian refugees receive clothing, food and settlement assistance in Montreal 



Then there is the story of "Paul." He 
opened a Bible when he was serving his 
prison sentence and then opened his life 
up to God. When he was released, he 
was ashamed to ask for help, but at The 
Salvation Army's community and family 
services he felt immediately comfortable, 
and staff supported him in his attempts to 
reconnect with his children. 

The Salvation Army in Quebec oper- 
ates community and family services in 
Quebec City, Saint-Hubert, Saint-Jerome, 
Trois-Rivieres, Shawinigan, Sherbrooke 
and Gatineau, and two locations in 
Montreal. The largest operation is in 
downtown Montreal, where the Army 
team responds to people's needs and gives 
them tools to break the cycle of poverty. 



There are six dedicated people on staff, 
and the appointment book is always full 
weeks in advance. 

The Salvation Army doesn't need to 
advertise its services. People come via 
word of mouth. "Many of the food banks 
in Montreal have restrictions by region or 
only serve certain ethnic groups," explains 
Givette Titcombe-Volet, director of social 
services. "Word gets around that The 
Salvation Army helps everyone." 

Most of the people who come for help 
are new immigrants from Haiti, Mexico 
and South America. They often arrive 
with nothing, and are terrified because 
they do not know how the system works. 
Beatriz Alvaran works as the receptionist 
and translator, and compassionately helps 



people with their immigration and other 
challenges. 

The Salvation Army community and 
family services assists individuals and fam- 
ilies with food and also runs a boutique 
with clothes and household items. They 
have an arrangement with retailer Sleep 
Country Canada to give out used mat- 
tresses, which are cleaned and re-pack- 
aged. Often mattresses are distributed to 
uninsured families who lost everything in a 
house fire. The Army also does a soup run 
in Verdun, Hochelaga and Berri-UQAM 
metro station on weeknights. 

In the summer, community and family 
services arranges for children to go to 
summer camp at Lac TAchigan and they 
always have a block party to distribute 
school backpacks to children in need. 
Last year The Salvation Army partnered 
with the Kiwanis club to bring children 
to Toronto to enjoy Canada's Wonderland 
and a baseball game. 

Pastoral care is an important compon- 
ent of community and family services, 
and even though the counsellors are busy, 
they always take time to listen, pray and 
share a word of hope. "Sometimes people 
come with problems outside of the scope 
of what we do, but we listen and try to 
help," explains Titcombe-Volet. "Everyone 
is a human being and needs to feel that 
someone cares." 

House of Miracles 

"Being homeless, Maison Charlotte gave 
me something I greatly appreciate — a roof 
over my head, a clean place that is secure 
and welcoming," says resident "G.C." 




Working Together: A resident helps keep 
Maison Charlotte spotless 



Helping Hand: A staff member at Maison Charlotte in Quebec City shares information with a resident 
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Maison Charlotte (Charlotte's House) 
is a Salvation Army women's shelter in 
Quebec City. Founded in 1998, it can 
accommodate 18 adult women for a max- 
imum of two years. It is a safe place where 
women can take time to sort out their 
lives and receive compassion and respect 
as they find their path again. 

Women are referred to Maison Charlotte 
from hospitals and other community and 
social resources, primarily for issues of 
addiction and mental health challenges, 
but also in situations of abuse, financial 
instability and homelessness. Some in the 
community have nicknamed it the "mir- 
acle house." 

"Maison Charlotte is a place where 
people understand us," says "Alyssa," a 
shelter resident. "They encourage us to 
realize our dreams. They also have a very 
good sense of humour and are always there 
to help us." 

Residents have furnished private rooms 
with a shared bathroom and living room. 
Women are encouraged to participate in 
community activities, day trips, crafts and 
game nights. Two community nurses are 
available to help women with physical 
and mental health issues. Sound advice 
and life skills, such as financial planning, 
taking medication regularly and keeping 
a room in order, help facilitate the transi- 
tion to life outside the shelter. Residents 
are encouraged to find volunteer work or 
classes that will benefit them, and the staff 
helps women to find housing once they 
are ready to leave. 

"Maison Charlotte represents what The 
Salvation Army is all about — helping those 
who are considered the least in our soci- 
ety," says Major June Carver, executive 
director. "It's a wonderful opportunity to 
give encouragement, hope and uncon- 
ditional love." 

Accepted and Restored 

"All humans have been broken in some 
way," says Captain Serge Descoeurs, corps 
officer at The Salvation Army recovery 
church in Saint-Jerome. "There is stigma 
about the term 'recovery church' but there 
shouldn't be because we are all sinners, we 
are all in need and we all need recovery." 

The vision at Saint-Jerome is first for 
spiritual restoration, that each person will 
experience the love and healing prom- 
ised by Jesus. The focus is not only on 
head knowledge of what it means to be a 
Christian, but also on heart knowledge of 
a personal relationship with Jesus. 

Captain Descoeurs communicates the 
gospel creatively, using new words for old 



concepts, and his Sunday sermons include 
practical Bible applications and themes 
related to recovery. The church has run 
the Alpha course over the past seven years, 
which offers people a chance to explore 
their beliefs. Most corps members have 
never been to church before or have been 
rejected from other churches. 

Jean-Marie and Louise, a couple 
recovering from alcohol addiction and 
its effects, were interested in finding out 
more about Christianity. They went to one 
church that told them that they had to 
change immediately and this scared them 
off. Then they got connected with The 
Salvation Army in Saint-Jerome. Captain 
Descoeurs was able to talk to them about 
his own story. He let them know he was 
not perfect and therefore could not expect 
others to be perfect. He assured them that 
The Salvation Army was a place where 
everyone is accepted and everyone is 
prayed for. Now Jean-Marie and Louise 
are married, have led corps' meetings and 
are involved in small group ministry. 

"We didn't push them, but simply 
invited them and allowed them to ask 
questions and enter into a dialogue," says 
Captain Descoeurs. "Rather than asking 
them to change too quickly, we let love 
transform them." 

Restoration at Saint-Jerome is also 
social. The Salvation Army thrift store is 
a centre of reintegration for people. The 
thrift store and the toy boutique offer chan- 
ces for people with a past of addiction or 
mental health issues to gain volunteer 
and work experience so that they can 




What's Cooking?: Jean-Marie found accept- 
ance at Saint-Jerome and now helps out with 
small group ministry 

reintegrate into community life. Profits 
then go toward services in the community. 
Also connected to this ministry is Planete 
Ausissia, a cafe where people with aut- 
ism and Asperger syndrome can come for 
Friday night activities. 

"So many people think of the church 
as judgmental and requiring people to 
change in order to fit in. We offer grace, 
inclusion and salvation, and this changes 
people," says Captain Descoeurs. "The 
Salvation Army's specialty is working with 
people whom society rejects. We welcome 
and accept them. People don't have to feel 
different when they come to our corps, 
because everyone is different." 




Exploring Faith: Members of Saint-Jerome enjoy an Alpha weekend 
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Life, Interrupted 

God sends interruptions not to 

annoy us, but to enrich our lives and to 

build character 



BY COMMISSIONER WILLIAM W.FRANCIS 



Samuel Taylor Coleridge's 
poem Kubla Khan takes 
its title from the Mongol 
and Chinese emperor Kublai 
Khan of the Yuan dynasty. 
The story behind the tale is 
as fascinating as the poem. In 
1797, Coleridge lived briefly 
at a farmhouse near Exmore, 
England. One night he had a 
dream that inspired him to 
begin writing a poem the fol- 
lowing morning. After a few 
hours of writing, a knock 
came at his door. A visitor 
from the nearby village of 
Porlock interrupted his work 
for over an hour. When he 
returned to his writing, most 
of the "vision" had escaped 
him, thus preventing him 
from finishing the poem as 
he would have liked. The man 
from Porlock has since become 
synonymous with unwelcome 
distractions. 

Annoying interruptions 
and unexpected intrusions 
often result in frustration and 
exasperation. Just when we 
try to accomplish a pressing 
task, the phone rings or a text 
message appears, sidetracking 
the urgent mission as we focus 
on the interruption. At first, 
these "people from Porlock" 
appear to be distractions from 
what we feel is urgent. They 
are, however, often God- given 
opportunities to replace the 
urgent with the truly important 
Jesus always put the urgent 
aside to focus on what was 
important. 

Jesus taught this lesson as 
he descended the steep hill to 
Capernaum. Crowds envel- 
oped him as he made his way 
into the village. A man with 
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chaotic and unacceptable intru- 
sions upset the disciples. You 
can imagine them complaining 
to each other, "This is neither 
the time nor the place...!" 
Their Master had more urgent 
matters to tackle. Jesus thought 
otherwise: "When Jesus saw 
[the disciples' reaction], he 
was indignant. He said to 
them, 'Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hin- 




Unexpected intrusions are 

often God-given opportunities 

to replace the urgent with the 

truly important 



leprosy suddenly appeared 
and knelt before him, asking 
to be healed. Jesus immedi- 
ately replaced his urgent goal 
with the more important task. 
He stopped, reached out his 
hand and touched the man. 
He recognized the man's faith 
and said, "Be clean" (Matthew 
8:1-4)! 

The disciples were often 
concerned with dignity, order 
and proper procedure, such 
as when people brought little 
children to Jesus. These sort of 



der them, for the Kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these' " 
(Mark 10:14). 

On one occasion, four 
people carried their paralyzed 
friend on a mat to see Jesus. 
They could not get into the 
crowded house where he was 
teaching. So they went up to 
the roof, cut out an opening 
and lowered their friend to 
where Jesus was speaking. Talk 
about a disruption! It is not a 
stretch to presume that most 
people in the room, especially 



the home-owner, felt that the 
unorthodox and destructive 
procedure was inappropriate! 
For Jesus it was the opportun- 
ity of the evening. He witnessed 
the faith of the four friends, 
and said to the paralytic, "Son, 
your sins are forgiven. . . . Get 
up, take your mat and walk" 
(Mark 2:5, 9). 

Another time, a large crowd 
gathered around Jesus as he 
followed Jairus, whose daugh- 
ter was dying, to his home. 
The crowd was in "911 mode." 
They were aiding Jesus in a life- 
or-death situation. Suddenly, a 
woman interrupted the emer- 
gency. She had been suffering 
from a bleeding disorder for 
12 years. "If 1 just touch his 
clothes, I will be healed," she 
thought to herself (Mark 5:28). 
How arrogant to intrude. 
Didn't she realize that a child's 
life was at stake? Jesus immedi- 
ately interrupted his urgent 
journey to address an import- 
ant and equally vital situation. 
He turned to the woman and 
said, "Daughter, your faith has 
healed you. Go in peace and 
be freed from your suffering" 
(Mark 5:34). 

The "people from Porlock" 
who unexpectedly enter our 
lives are not intruders, but in 
reality are gifts from God. He 
sends them for a reason — not 
to annoy us, but to enrich our 
lives and to build character, 
both theirs and ours. They are 
part of God's ultimate vision 
for us to be united as one. As 
this becomes a way of life, God 
gives us the assurance that we 
all belong to him. 

May we always welcome 
the "people from Porlock" 
into God's family through 
our love and willingness to 
put the important before the 
urgent. 



Commissioner 
William W. 
Francis is the 
territorial 
commander 
of the Canada 
and Bermuda 
Territory. 




CLARION CALL 



Spinning Our Wheels 

Are we too busy doing church to be the Church? 



BY MAJOR FRED ASH 



Summer is here, and most us have 
made our vacation plans. But how 
about a break from church? I don't 
mean Church with a capital "C." That 
Church is the body of Christ on earth. I 
mean church with a small "c," the organiza- 
tion that demands so much of our time and 
effort, both physically and emotionally. 

I am not being radical when I say that 
most churches in Canada go on a summer 
schedule from mid-June to mid-September. 
The number of meetings is reduced and 
the focus of most activities is youth, family 
and the outdoors, things like vacation 
Bible school, church barbecues and sum- 
mer camps. 

But then comes the fall and we start 
our frantic pace again, going all out until 
December 25, when like a cross-country 
runner we stop on the trail and gulp a 
lung- full of fresh air before taking off again 
until Easter. After another short break, it's 
an all-or-nothing sprint to mid-June. 

Have you ever wondered what the 
world thinks of us? For that matter, have 
you ever wondered what God thinks of 
us? Is this what church is all about? 

When my children were small I took 
them to Walt Disney World. It was an 
unforgettable experience with sights to 
dazzle the eyes, sounds to deafen the 
ears and rides to churn the stomach. In 
one pavilion I was fascinated by a large 
machine that was fastened to the floor. The 
machine seemed to be made up of hun- 
dreds of wheels, gears, axles and pistons, 
so that there was hardly a single piece of 
it that wasn't moving. 

The longer I stood and watched it, the 
more I became aware of the frantic level of 
activity that was going on. I began to see 
little things that I never saw at first. There 
was a little mechanical man running hard 
in one corner, but getting nowhere. There 
was a little mechanical woman working 
feverishly up in another corner, her little 
arms never stopping. Little mechanical 
animals ran back and forth, back and forth, 
on the same track hour after hour, day after 
day. It almost took my breath away just 
to look at the amount of activity taking 
place in front of me. 



Then I became aware of the colours 
and the sounds that accompanied all this 
action. The gears hummed, whistled, 
zinged and whirled. Horns beeped, blared 
and honked. Pistons banged and rattled. 
Colours flashed and dazzled with reds, 
purples, blues, yellows and pinks. 

The little mechanical man never slack- 
ened his pace, and the little mechanical 
woman kept right up with him. And 
all the while, this fascinating machine 



church that proclaims the life-changing 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The Church (with 
a capital "C") is not that perpetual motion 
machine. But I wonder how many local 
congregations present themselves to the 
world as places of feverish activity where 
their members wear themselves out in 
meetings and projects, but where, when 
the final tally is made, very little is actually 
accomplished. 

Are we not sometimes like that little 




never moved an inch from its position. 
It remained firmly bolted to the floor. All 
the feverish activity produced no work and 
accomplished no end. For five minutes it 
captured the attention of visitors to the 
park but after that they became bored 
and walked away to find something more 
amusing. 

That is the way some people see the 
institutionalized church — a big machine 
that is in perpetual motion but goes 
nowhere and serves no purpose. After a 
few visits they become bored and walk 
away. 

As Christians, we cannot agree that 
our churches have no purpose. It was 
through our local churches and their 
individual members that the Holy Spirit 
brought to most of us the glorious news 
of salvation. It is largely the organized 



mechanical man and that little mechanical 
woman, caught up in the machinery, giving 
it all we've got, working at a fever pitch, 
but not knowing why? 

As members of a local church and as 
part of the Church, the body of Christ, 
we should know why we exist. We should 
know the aims and goals of Christianity. 
We should know what Jesus had in mind 
when he said, "Upon this rock I will 
build my Church; and the gates of Hell 
shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 
16:18 KJV). 

During the summer as we take a break 
from regular church activity, let us take 
time to reflect on what Church is really 
all about. 

Major Fred Ash is the corps officer at Burlington 
Community Church, Ont. 
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POINT COUNTERPOINT 



Credible Witness 

Should Salvationists take a more aggressive approach to evangelism? 
Are we too timid about sharing Jesus? 



YES. How will others 
know Jesus unless we 
proclaim him boldly? 

BY LIEUTENANT ROBERT JEFFERY 

"THE SALVATION ARMY is a permanent mission to the uncon- 
verted." This is how our Movement defined itself in a recent 
statement issued by International Headquarters on The Salvation 
Army's relationship with the worldwide Church. The word mis- 
sion conjures up an aggressive approach to evangelism. It speaks 
of leaving the confines of a sanctuary and going out into the 
world to show people the Saviour. It necessitates that we leave 
comforts behind, that we put others ahead of ourselves and that 
we remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit's calling. 

I am a Salvation Army officer, an urban Canadian missionary 
and, above all, an evangelist. I've undertaken a vow to make the 
salvation of souls the first priority of my life. Salvationism and 
evangelism should go hand-in-hand, but unfortunately this is not 
always true in today's world. Twenty years ago in Canada there 
was a move to rebrand our corps and citadels as community 
churches. While there is nothing wrong with a community church 
(I happen to belong to a great one), I wonder if the name change 
resulted in a slight loss of our evangelistic fervour. 

Personal and corporate evangelism is the very foundation of 
The Salvation Army. It's what transformed us from a small East End 
London soup kitchen to an international Army that has "opened 
fire" in 121 countries. Even our religious metaphors and military 
terminologies are steeped in evangelistic parlance: the Ss on our 
uniform declare to the world that we're "saved to save." We've 
not been afraid to witness even when doing so was dangerous. 
Call to mind our Army pioneers who braved rotten tomatoes, 
stones and physical assault at the hands of angry mobs in order to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to whoever would listen. Over 
time, the mobs gave way to approving, even applauding, crowds. 
"We've been accepted! We've won them over!" was our newfound 
cry. We now live in one of the most tolerant and open societies 
in the world. So why has our evangelistic fire cooled? 

Whatever the reason, whether it be fear of being laughed at, a 
desire to fit into the mainstream or simply spiritual laziness, we 
must ignite the flame again. And praise God, all over this territory 
and around the Army world, both small and large corps are recon- 
necting with their missional roots. Salvation Army evangelism is 
poised to become a mighty soul-saving force in this country. Why? 
Because our evangelism is backed up by over a century's worth 
of dedicated service. Salvation Army evangelism is much more 
than blanketing a neighbourhood with gospel tracts or simply 
adding the word "revival" to our worship services. Salvation Army 
evangelism is demonstrated by care for the whole person — body 
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and soul. Our Founders called it the "soup, soap and salvation" 
model of ministry. 

This organizational evangelism does not, however, negate the 
responsibility that lies with every soldier, adherent and officer 
to witness on an individual level. When was the last time you 
chatted with your next-door neighbour about anything beyond 
mere banalities, such as the fact that the Habs made the playoffs 
or the unpredictability of the weather? When was the last time 
you told them about Jesus and his unfailing love? We seldom 
think about going door-to-door anymore, yielding serious ground 
to pseudo-Christian groups such as the Mormons and Jehovah's 
Witnesses. I'm the first one to admit that knocking on someone's 
door takes me far out of my comfort zone; but when I've done it, 
I was able to let people know what God is doing through their 
local Salvation Army and how they could be part of a wonder- 
ful fellowship. Evangelism is intentionally engaging people with 
the gospel message; it's getting them to assess their own role in 
God's "salvation story." 

Evangelism can be relational, but there are also times when 
the Holy Spirit prompts us to minister or witness in his name, 



POINT COUNTERPOINT 



without an in-depth knowledge of the person we're talking to. 
Maybe it's that person sitting next to us on the bus. Or maybe 
it's that neighbour who always sees us running back and forth 
to church, but doesn't know why we go there. However we go 
about it, we need to remember our evangelistic calling. There are 
times when we're called to be a John the Baptist and summon 
people to repentance. At times, we're called to be the Apostle 
Paul, being all things to all people so that we might win some. 
And there are times when we must be unapologetically Salvation 
Army and hoist our colours in the open air, proclaiming the gospel 
to the "whosoever." Above all, we must be like Jesus, who in all 
his relationships proclaimed his coming Kingdom with urgency. 
Remember, eternity is on the line. Be evangelists. 

Lieutenant Robert Jeff ery is the corps officer at Spryfield Community 
Church in Halifax. 



NO. Rather than preaching 

at people, we need to build 

relationships. 

BY CAPTAIN JUSTIN BRADBURY 



RECENTLY A FRIEND from high school was my guest for a 
sermon series at Southlands Community Church in Winnipeg. 
Neil was raised in a Hindu family, but through our friendship 
became a follower of Jesus. Reflecting back on all of the people 
and circumstances that had influenced him, Neil commented that 
one of the key factors in his conversion was the fact that I had 
valued our friendship and didn't treat him in a confrontational 
manner when explaining the gospel. Twenty years later, Neil is an 
ordained pastor who serves a thriving congregation in southern 
Ontario. I praise God for Neil, and for the privilege God gave 
me in leading him to Christ. 

That same pattern of valuing people for who they are, regard- 
less of whether or not they respond to the gospel right away, has 
been my approach to evangelism for as long as I can remember. 
Since entering Christian ministry, I've focused on helping people 
to belong before they believe. 

Just over three years ago, I received a phone call from a woman 
named Asha who needed help. Her family had recently emigrated 
from Sri Lanka to Winnipeg. She had broken her leg, was unable 
to work and her husband was stuck in a low-paying job, despite 
his extensive management experience back home. She wondered 
if our church would help them with some groceries. I was moved 
by her circumstances, particularly because we were in the midst 
of a cold Winnipeg winter, and they were still adjusting from the 
warmer South Asian climate. 

I picked up several bags of food and went to their apartment 
for a visit. Although her husband wasn't at home, two friends 
were there assisting Asha. Clearly Asha's family had arrived from 
Sri Lanka with only the clothes on their backs and their suitcases, 
for they had only one mattress on which to sleep. I prayed with 
Asha, gave her my card and offered to keep in touch. 

One Sunday morning, she showed up at Southlands. Although 
she had a Christian background, her husband was a Buddhist 
and wouldn't come with her. Another visit to their home gave 



me the opportunity to assess how we could help them further, 
and on this occasion I got to know her husband, Ajantha. When 
I asked if it would be OK to pray with them, Ajantha agreed and 
added, "Would you please pray for my health? My blood pres- 
sure is very high and I might have to stop working, something 
I cannot afford to do." 

Not long after, Ajantha came to my office and asked if I would 
teach him to pray. I was surprised and thrilled by his request. We 
met every other week and he discovered that his blood pressure 
went down and he was sleeping better at night. I asked Ajantha if 
he would be open to reading a book that would help him better 
understand to whom he was praying. Each time we met, we'd 
discuss what he was reading and how his understanding of God 
was changing. After six months, I finally asked, "Ajantha, what do 
you think about Jesus? Do you want to open your life to him?" 

"I'm 50 percent there, but I still want to follow Buddha," he 
replied. I explained to Ajantha that following Christ meant renoun- 
cing all other lords, and promised to keep praying for him. 

Meanwhile, Ajantha had started attending services and many 
in our congregation reached out to him in practical and loving 
ways. Ajantha was fast becoming a regular part of church life at 
Southlands. 

One day, in October 2008, Ajantha told me, "I'm ready to give 
my heart to Jesus." I was overjoyed and led him in a prayer of 
repentance, faith and dedication. It took 18 months, and while 
a more persuasive evangelist might have seen quicker results, 
Ajantha's conversion was, in part, a result of the friendship and 
trust we had forged. 

On Easter Sunday 2009, Ajantha testified to his salvation, 
with Asha standing proudly at his side. He is now an active 
member of our congregation and, when he prays, he does so 
with sincerity and confidence. 

There's a strong case for helping people belong before they 
believe. Too often we use the term "friendship evangelism" as a 
cover for befriending people but never speaking to them clearly 
and lovingly about Christ. However, I still believe relationships 
are the most effective method of leading people to the Saviour. 
People are skeptical of organized Christianity and indifferent to 
most attempts at "proclamation evangelism." However, when 
Christians take the time to value people for who they are, a 
window of life-changing opportunity opens up. 

Here's what I've been learning about evangelism: 

• Value relationships with people, with no agenda attached. 
God can do a much better job of stirring up people's curios- 
ity in Jesus when they feel safe and loved. 

• Know yourself and be thankful that God can use you and 
your personality to communicate the gospel. Be the person 
God made you to be and don't try to be someone you're not. 

• Don't hold back from sharing the gospel. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to show you the appropriate time to talk about Jesus with 
your friend and he will! 

R. York Moore, in his book Growing Your Faith by Giving It Away, 
writes, "In the end, there is no salvation without proclamation 
of the gospel. . . . We need to make room for people to join our 
Christian community as they walk toward an understanding of 
the gospel. A relationship with God can unfold beautifully over 
time in a communal context where members share their lives 
with those they are trying to reach." 

Captain Justin Bradbury is the corps officer at Southlands Community 
Church in Winnipeg. 
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The Place 
With the 

Goats 

on the 

Roof 




Goats graze on the rooftop of the market in Coombs, attracting thousands of visitors per year 



Named after Canada's first territorial commander, Coombs colony in British 
Columbia received hundreds of immigrants a century ago 



magine seeing goats on the roof of your 
local supermarket. Sound strange? Not 
for people in the town of Coombs, 
B.C. 

"You can't miss the trio of grazers as 
you come upon the tiny community of 
Coombs," writes Marianne Hamilton in 
the news magazine Westworld. "There's no 
need for signs or arrows directing attention 
to them; you merely have to approach the 
store, which faces the highway, to realize 
that, indeed, the rooftop is moving." 

Stories abound as to how the goats 
arrived. Andy Graaten, who built the mar- 
ket with his father in 1976, tells it like 
this: "After we built the place, I remem- 
ber sitting on the roof looking at all that 
sod we put on the roof and realized that 
we were going to have to mow it. (Sod 
is popular in Norway for its insulation 
value and rustic look.) Then someone 
came up with the idea of the goats." As a 
result the community became famous for 
its rooftop grazers. 

For the nearly 1,000 residents of 
Coombs today, it is a place with a busy 
country market, many craft shops and 

20 I July 2010 I Salvationist 



BY IAN HOWES 

an influx of tourists seeking accommo- 
dation in quaint bed and breakfasts or 
the nearby campground. Long gone is 
the simple agrarian lifestyle of the past, 
but it's a history with strong Salvation 
Army roots. 

Early Pioneers 

This once secluded, almost forgotten com- 
munity was established as part of The 
Salvation Army's immigration program, 
which brought almost a quarter of a million 
English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh working- 
class to Canada during the early years of 
the 20th century. Coombs is 35 kilometres 
west of Nanaimo on Vancouver Island and 
was named in honour of Commissioner 
Thomas B. Coombs, The Salvation Army's 
first territorial commander of Canada and 
a pioneer of William Booth's Land Colonies 
Scheme. 

In The War Cry of August 2, 1969, 
Lt-Colonel Herbert Wood referred to 
William Booth's Darkest England Scheme, 
which was launched in 1891. In it, a sec- 
tion called "land colonies" stated that if 
you "give a man a spade and a patch of 



earth, he will be happy carving out a place 
for himself and his family." 

On February 20, 1906, one of Toronto's 
newspapers, The Mail and Empire, 
reported that Commissioner Coombs 
had returned from England after hav- 
ing met with Commissioner Bramwell 
Booth regarding The Salvation Army's 
Land Colonies Scheme, and that a colony 
would be launched in Canada. The Right 
Honourable Nelson Monteith, agriculture 
minister at the time, expressed heartfelt 
thanks to Commissioner Coombs for initi- 
ating the program and enthusiastically 
welcomed it. 

Over a year and a half later, on 
November 28, 1907, it was announced 
in The Victoria Daily Colonist that a new 
work project was going to take place in 
British Columbia on Vancouver Island by 
The Salvation Army. Coombs colony was 
born in 1910. 

Land of Promise 

Ensign Crego, a knowledgeable agricul- 
turalist, was chosen to head up the Land 
Colonies Scheme in an isolated area, which 



eventually became the town of Coombs. 
The designated land was sectioned out 
and cleared by Walter Ford, who ran and 
owned the local general store. 

Lt-Colonel Herbert Wood, then editor 
of The War Cry, visited Coombs in 1955 
and questioned the locals regarding their 



hardships and successes as they established 
this tiny community. "A faraway look came 
into their faces," he wrote, "as they cast 
their memory back across four decades 
to the time when they were young, eager 
immigrants, and Canada was the land of 
promise." 




Comr Thomas B. Coombs was Canada's 
first territorial commander and a 
pioneer of William Booth's Land 
Colonies Scheme 



Salvation Army outpost in Coombs 



"We hail from old London," said one 
man, "and we heard of this colony in 
Canada. It appealed to us, I can tell you! 
Twenty acres for each settler it was, with 
a house on each plot. We had to pay $ 100 
down, and the rest — $2,000 — when we 
could afford it. I'm afraid not many of the 
settlers managed it." 

Coombs is still a small town today, but 
it's thriving. And much of its activity is 
directly attributed to the goats. Thousands 
visit Coombs each year for its rodeo, music 
festival, community dance and country 
opera. 

Ever the innovator, General William 
Booth realized his dream of social and 
spiritual betterment by giving meaningful 
work to one of Canada's largest influx of 
immigrants. Together with our first terri- 
torial commander, he put Coombs colony 
on the map. It's a legacy that has lasted 
over a century. All that was required was to 
"give a man a spade and a patch of earth." 
And perhaps a few goats. 

Ian Howes is a retired elementary school 
teacher and a passionate researcher 
oj Salvation Army history. He attends 
Scarborough Citadel in Toronto. 




The Salvation Army's immigration program brought almost a quarter of a million English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh working-class to Canada 
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Special rates and packages for employees, members and 

Officers of The Salvation Army 

If you are a member or employee of the Salvation Army in Canada, you may qualify for special 
rates on your AUTO, HOME, CONDO or TENANT Insurance through The Evangelical Group 
Insurance Plan. 

We also have special packages for Officers. 
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Insurance Services Inc. 
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For a quote please contact us 

In Ontario Outside Ontario 

1 -800-240-5283 1 -877-61 5-2607 

www.deeksinsurance.ca 
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The automobile Insurance product is limited to provinces that dont operate under a Government System. 



PRAYER GUIDE 



July 1-3 

Focus on the Nations 

1 Pray for corruption to be purged and justice to be 
administered in every nation 

2 Pray that nations recovering from disasters will receive 
adequate help to alleviate their suffering 

3 Pray that Christ's power will be seen in the humble and 
compassionate service of his people 

July 4-10 

Focus on Children and Youth Summer Events 

4 Pray for the safety and protection of children attending 
camps throughout the territory 

5 Pray that the moms and kids' camp, July 5-9, at Twin 
Ponds Camp, N.L. Div, will achieve its goal 

6 Pray that the holiday camp at Camp Starrigan, N.L. Div, 
July 12-16, will help participants in their Christian journeys 

7 Pray that the community-based day camps and 
vacation Bible schools of corps/churches will attract the 
un-churched 

8 Pray for camp directors, youth pastors, corps officers, and 
territorial and divisional youth secretaries 

9 Pray for the Ont. GL Div's Camp at Home program, a team 
of young adults who conduct one-week camps at different 
locations 

10 Pray that camp staff will be encouraging, mature and wise 
in their leadership roles 

Julyll-17 

Focus on Jackson's Point Conference Centre 

1 1 Pray for employees and their families during the busy 
summer months 

12 Pray that individuals and families using the facilities will 
experience God's peace and good fellowship 

13 Pray that the gospel message will challenge participants 
from the Ont. GL and Ont. CE Divs at the seniors', 
women's, and moms and tots' retreats 

14 Pray that God will use the co-ordinators, instructors and 
volunteers as they minister to various groups 




PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

Charlottetown Community Church 
& Summerside Community Church 

\ 25 th Anniversary 

^ SEPTEMBER 25 & 26, 2010 

Special Guests Commissioners William & Marilyn Francis 
Music Guests Fairview Halifax Brass Band 

Saturday, September 25, 2010 

4:00 pm Banquet (tickets required) 
7:00 pm Public Concert 

Sunday, September 26, 2010 

10:30 am Worship Service 

Event Location Murphy's Community Centre 

Richmond St., Charlottetown 

For further information Contact Jerry Cranford 902*393' 0068 
and tickets or email jerryandvivian@eastlink.ca 



The Salvation Army. 158 Fitzroy Street, Charlottetown, PE, CIA 1S1 



15 Pray for the ministry to students who use the facility for 
music symposiums and leadership retreats 

16 Pray for a smooth transition for the new administrators of 
the centre 

1 7 Pray that there will be follow-up for individuals who make 
decisions for Christ during events at the centre 

July 18-24 

Focus on Living the Vision: We envision a global mission 

18 Pray for our Partners in Mission: Liberia, Tanzania, 
Mexico, Germany-East, Spain, Hong Kong and Macau, and 
Singapore, Malaysia and Myanmar 

19 Pray that we will give sacrificially to the Army's Self-Denial 
Appeal 

20 Pray that we will encourage overseas mission teams with 
our prayers and financial support 

2 1 Pray that we will consider what our territory can live 
without in order to support global missions 

22 Pray that we will educate ourselves about human 
trafficking and speak out against its atrocities 

23 Pray that through www.micahchallenge.org more people 
will commit to the eradication of extreme poverty and 
hunger 

24 Pray for missionaries who sacrifice family, security and 
health for the sake of the gospel 

July 25-31 

Focus on the Territorial Business Administration Department 

25 Pray for the financial stability of the Canada and Bermuda 
Territory in difficult economic times 

26 Pray that the immense needs of the recent Haiti disaster 
will be met by the funds raised 

27 Pray for the work and well-being of Canadian Salvationists 
and officers seconded to Haiti 

28 Pray that we will consistently remember our Partners in 
Mission territories and support them through personal self- 
denial 

29 Pray for department and sectional heads, as well as officers 
and employees involved in business administration 

30 Pray that God will direct those involved in the strategic 
planning of territorial business affairs 

3 1 Pray for the Operating Policy Review Committee as they 
revise and develop territorial policies 



125th Anniversary of Fenelon Falls Citadel 

Hope for the Future 

Saturday, July 24, 2010 
7 p.m. at Fenelon Falls United Church 

With Colonels Floyd and Tracey Tidd 

Chief Secretary and Territorial 
Secretary for Women's Ministries 

Musical Guests: 

Peterborough Temple Band and Timbrels 

Vocalist Tracey Waddell 

Free Admission 

Contact the corps office at 705-887-3031 or 
fenfallssalarmy@bellnet.ca 
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A broken doll and tattered 
clothing memorialize the 
shattered lives of the Holocaust 



God on the Gallows 

My trip to concentration camps in Poland was a painful reminder of the 
suffering that none of us should forget 



BY MAJOR GILLIAN BROWN 



Religion should not think in a way 
of hatred," says Max Eisen in refer- 
ence to the horrors of the Holocaust. 
"There should be a love for the other per- 
son." 

Eisen survived slave labour in the 
Auschwitz, Mauthausen, Melk and Ebensee 
camps and was forced to go on a death 
march in January 1945 where thousands 
died from exposure to severe weather con- 
ditions and malnutrition. He was fortunate 
to find a discarded paper cement bag, 
which he wore under a flimsy shirt to 
protect himself from freezing. He had no 
food for eight days and handfuls of snow 
along the way were the only sustenance. 
After eight days of the withering march, 
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his group reached a bombed railway bridge 
over the Danube River at Mauthausen, 
Austria. They were forced to cross the 
bridge on foot. Eisen made it across but 
many did not have enough strength to 
avoid missing sections and fell to their 
deaths in the icy waters. 

As a survivor of the Holocaust, Eisen 
speaks regularly about the dangers of 
hatred and discrimination in an effort to 
promote understanding between com- 
munity groups. He recently participated in 
the Mission to Poland visit sponsored by 
the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center 
for Holocaust Studies, which included 
attendees from the federal government, 
school boards, police services, corpora- 



tions and media. 

As a third-generation Salvation Army 
officer, I was honoured to be invited. 
During the First and Second World Wars, 
The Salvation Army offered practical ser- 
vice to soldiers and families on both sides 
of the conflicts, establishing a sense of 
civility in contrast to the dehumanizing 
conditions of war. Although the presence 
of The Salvation Army in Europe was small 
in proportion to other denominations, 
we provided solace and comfort without 
discrimination. 

Visiting concentration camps and hear- 
ing about the humiliating, violent acts 
committed against innocent people was 
for me a poignant reminder of the ways in 



which war corrupts relationships. During 
conflict, we no longer see the enemy as 
people just like us but rather as subhuman 
or non-human. The mass executions of the 
Holocaust can be so overwhelming that the 
victims become faceless. The exhibits at 
the Majdanek camp outside of Lublin and 
at Auschwitz help give an identity to the 
men, women and children who died in the 
gas chambers or were executed by firing 
squads. Battered suitcases are piled in one 
room, bearing names of the lost. Heaps of 
shoes give silent witness to those who once 
wore them. Kitchen utensils, once used 
to prepare family meals, lie abandoned, 
haunting reminders of lives cut short. Piles 
of hair shaved from the prisoners — used 
by the Nazis to stiffen broadcloth — speak 
of the indignity suffered. 

The sadness mounts as you walk far- 
ther to see the bunkhouses, gas cham- 
bers, crematorium ovens, execution wall 
and torture cells. Since returning home 
to Canada, it is a sadness that 1 cannot 
entirely escape. The complete title of the 
trip was From Compassion to Action: 
Mission to Poland. The word "compas- 
sion" means to suffer together, though 
with the desire to reduce and alleviate the 
suffering. It was a theme emphasized by 
author Marina Nemat, a survivor of torture 
and terror that continues in her homeland 
of Iran. Nemat urges people of compassion 
to act courageously and speak on behalf 
of innocent victims of oppression in the 
world today. We cannot go back in history 
to correct the wrongs of the past, she notes, 
but there is still much we can do. 

Love for the other goes beyond creat- 
ing an atmosphere of tolerance. For the 
Christian, it is the commitment to respond 



with the love of God, who has revealed 
himself as merciful and compassionate. Yet 
I must confess that I am often confused 
by the suffering in this world. Faith in a 
loving God was difficult for many who 
suffered in the death camps. In the book 
The Sunflower, Simon Wiesenthal tells of 
an old woman in a concentration camp 
who was convinced that God had gone 
"on leave." 

In spite of our doubts, Christians 
believe in a God who voluntarily enters 
into our suffering. The proof is Jesus, who 
endured the cross for our sake. In his semi- 
autobiographical book Night, Holocaust 
survivor Elie Wiesel tells of a child who 
was executed by hanging in a concentra- 
tion camp as inmates were forced to watch. 
A cry went up from the crowd: "Where is 
God now?" Wiesel heard a voice within 
answer: "Where is he? Here he is — he is 
hanging here on this gallows. ..." 

Travelling to places of such mass and 
personal suffering, I was aware again of 
how hard it is to keep faith when hope is all 
but extinguished. Few of us have experi- 
enced such hardship, but as we watch 
for the signs of our Lord's return we are 
reminded that we cannot be complacent or 
too settled in the comforts we now enjoy 
There are lessons to be learned that have 
not as much to do with head knowledge 
as with a deeper trust and dependence on 
God so that our faith will remain strong 
when shadows hide Jesus from view. The 
words of a song by General John Gowans 
(Rtd) come to mind: "Ours is not a distant 
God, remote, unfeeling, who is careless of 
our loneliness and pain." 

Since returning from Poland, I have 
been studying the Book of Job and the 



The sadness mounts as you walk farther to 

see the bunkhouses, gas chambers, crematorium 

ovens, execution wall and tortur* ~*"' 



less familiar Book of Lamentations with 
fresh eyes. Job raises the question of God's 
justice, while Lamentations struggles to 
match the sorrows of life with the faith- 
fulness of God. For many of us, this may 
be a touchstone of our journey of faith. 
God does not provide an explanation of 
suffering, but gives us glimpses of his pur- 
pose even in the midst of strife. 

The last two lines of the Gowans song 
remind us that Christians can be used by 
Jesus to bring healing and hope. "Through 
the ministry of men he gives his heal- 
ing, in their dedicated hands bring hope 
again." 

My suitcase may be empty, but I'm still 
unpacking my thoughts from my experi- 
ence in Poland. Aspects of the lesson are 
no different than the way God leads us in 
ministry. We can respond to the suffering 
of others with his love and bring hope 
again. 

Major Gillian Brown is director of world missions. 



Holocaust Facts 

• The Holocaust began in 1933 when 
Hitler came to power in Germany 
and ended in 1945 when the Nazis 
were defeated by the Allied powers. 

• The term "Holocaust," originally 
from the Greek word holokauston 
which means "sacrifice by fire," 
refers to the Nazi's persecution and 
planned slaughter of the Jewish 
people. The Hebrew word Shoah, 
which means "devastation, ruin or 
waste," is also used for this genocide. 

• In addition to Jews, the Nazis 
targeted Gypsies, homosexuals, 
Jehovah's Witnesses and the dis- 
abled for persecution. Anyone who 
resisted the Nazis was sent to forced 
labour or murdered. 

• It is estimated that 1 1 million 
people were killed during the 
Holocaust. Six million of these were 
Jews, approximately two-thirds of 
all Jews living in Europe. 

• While concentration camps were 
meant to work and starve prison- 
ers to death, extermination camps 
(also known as death camps) were 
built for the sole purpose of killing 
large groups of people quickly and 
efficiently. Auschwitz was the lar- 
gest concentration and extermina- 
tion camp built. It is estimated that 
1.1 million people were killed at 
Auschwitz. 
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ENROLMENT AND RECOGNITION 




CHILLIWACK, B.C.— Above: Sixteen people 
join Chilliwack Community Church, five as 
soldiers and 11 as adherents. From left, Mjr 
Larry Farley, CO; Ghislaine Brown; Anne Zanth; 
Carol Lambrecht; Mjr Joe Bailey, colour sergeant; 
Stefan Lambrecht; Wolfgang Lambrecht; John 
Orritt; Gloria Reilly Orritt; Nicki Macphail; Angela 
Joiner; Terry Kimber; Angelique Rosta; Dean 
Rosta; Debra Kucharski; Gord Kucharski; Julie 
Lade; Rick Lade; and Mjr Lynda Farley, CO. 



BRAMPTON, ONT— Below: Christians from 
India living in the Greater Toronto Area use the 
Army's corps building in Brampton for monthly 
Saturday evening worship. "They worship in 
their own language and my husband and I join 
them. We are blessed by the sincerity in their 
worship," says Mjr Kathie Sharp, CO. While many 
attend their home congregations on Sundays, 
there are now eight Indian families worshipping 
exclusively at the Army. Several have chosen 



to become Salvation Army soldiers. On Easter 
Sunday, Mjr Sharp wore a Salvation Army sari 
uniform to honour those who joined the corps. 
From left, Carl Parent; Salvin Cartier; Anilkumar 
and Sunita Parmar; Wilson and Snehal Christian; 
Ian Elphick; Diana Christian; CSM Clive Cranfield; 
Mjr Kathie Sharp, CO; Nisha Kenzie; Aaron 
Cartier; Richard Kenzie; Jackson Christian; and 
Mjr Bert Sharp, CO. 




NIPAWIN, SASK.— Members of the Curves health and fit- 
ness club in Nipawin donated 566 pounds of groceries to 
The Salvation Army food bank. "It's an annual thing that 
our members have been doing," said Adele Horn, Curves 
owner/manager. Sheri Fengstad, the Army's community 
services supervisor, notes that although the Army budgets 
to buy food items, donations are still needed to help them 
support 60 families each month. From left, Lois Campbell, 
Armistine Campbell, Kathy Ukrainetz, Adele Horn, Gloria 
Sahar, Pat Boughen and Sheri Fengstad. Information and 
photo courtesy of Matthew Liebenberg, Nipawin Journal. 



OAKVILLE, ONT. — Oakville Community Church enrols two new soldiers and four 
adherents. From left, Tim Gerrits; Lt-Col Lee Graves, DC, Ont. GL Div; Regis Albert; Lt-Col 
Deborah Graves, DDWM, Ont. GL Div; Jean Stevens; CSM Jean Lutz; Lynn Stocton-Rice; 
Mjr Wendy Broome, CO; Nick Folcarelli; Mjr Dan Broome, CO; and Andre Brousseau. 
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SUMMERS IDE, P.E.I. — The Salvation Army has been serving Summerside 
and Prince County, P.E.I., for 25 years. In the past year, Summerside 
commissioned a corps sergeant major and treasurer, and enrolled four 
senior soldiers and four junior soldiers. "We rejoice because people are 
accepting the Lord, new families are joining the corps and Sunday wor- 
ship attendance and finances have increased," says Mjr Willis Drover, 
CO. "God is moving in a marvelous way in our corps." In Summerside, 
the Army operates a thrift store and a soup kitchen that serves 60-70 
meals five days a week, and runs the main food bank in Prince County. 
Three of the senior soldiers were enrolledon Easter Sunday. From left, 
Mjr Willis Drover, John Nicholson, CT Myrna Ramsay, Velma MacKinnon, 
Leland MacKinnon and Mjr Priscilla Drover, CO. 




CAMBRIDGE, ONT— 

1. Mjr Rene Loveless, 
area commander, Ont. 
GLDiv, commissions 
two local officers at 
Cambridge Citadel. 
From left, Mjr Scott 
Rideout, CO; Karen 
Baggs, cradle roll 
sergeant; Christine 
Debney, commun- 
ity care ministries 
secretary; and Mjr 
Rene Loveless. 

2. Renee Haskell dis- 
plays her certificate 
of recognition for 
19 years of faithful 
service as cradle roll 
sergeant. 3. Rachel 
Kissack receives the 
junior soldier of the 
year award from JSS 
Jennifer Nesbitt as 
Mjr Denise Walker, 
territorial children 
and family ministries 
secretary, looks on. 
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GANDER, N.L.— On April 23, over 200 children and leaders from the Gander 
region met in Lewisporte, N.L., for junior youth councils with the theme 
"Quest for the Kingdom." Mjr Valerie Wheeler, then area youth secretary, 
N.L. Div, gave leadership to the event. The young people learned about 
the spiritual armour of God by using a medieval theme. The children 
enjoyed jester's court (magic show), knights in training (games), a craft 
in the silversmith's shop and a banquet. Over 1 00 young people came to 
the "throne room" to pledge their loyalty to the Prince (Jesus Christ). 



SARNIA, ONT.— 
Paul Dunk displays 
his new commis- 
sion as colour ser- 
geant. With him 
are Mjrs Drucella 
and Rick Pollard, 
COs. 





Giving Hope Today 
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Christmas with 
The Salvation Army 

With Special Guests 

Michael Baker, trumpet Colin Fox, dramatist 

The Peterborough Singers Ian Sadler, organist 

and featuring 

Canadian Staff Band, Bandmaster John Lam 

Major Leonard Ballantine, Artistic Director 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 7:30pm Tickets $25/20/15 

Roy Thomson Hall Ticketmaster.ca 41 6-870-8000 or 
60 Simcoe Street, Toronto RTH Box Office 41 6-872-4255 
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HANOVER, ONT. — The corps in Hanover has been blessed by the enrolment 
of five junior soldiers. Front row, from left, Katrina Bowen, Cassandra Bowen, 
Kurtis Savage, William Bowen and Samantha Bowen. Back row, from left, 
Cpt Melissa Sunnuck, ADYS, Ont. GL Div; Cpt Neil Sunnuck, DYS, Ont. GL 
Div; Troy Nelson; Cpt Jon Savage, CO; and Cpt Tracy Savage, CO. 




HAMILTON, ONT. — Mountain Citadel welcomes new soldier Jacqueline 
Fulham. From left, Bram Spurrell, colour sergeant; Mjrs Wycliffe and Shirley 
Reid, former COs; Jacqueline Fulham; and CSM Dan Wallace. 
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YARMOUTH, N.S. — Yarmouth Community Church celebrates three new 
soldiers. From left, Mjrs Larry and Velma Martin, Maritime divisional lead- 
ers; Shirley Stephens; Larry Stephens; Jane Doucette; Mjr Janice Rowe, 
CO; Hugh Nickerson, colour sergeant; and Mjr Peter Rowe, CO. 



NAPANEE, ONT.— 
Napanee welcomes 
two adherents, Marion 
Saunderson and 
Jeannette Kaddatz. 
Both are involved in 
women's ministries 
and seniors' group. 
From left, Mjr Barbara 
Pearce,CO;Jeanette 
Kaddatz and Marion 
Saunderson. 





Officer Retirements 

After being commissioned 
in 1985, Majors Max and 
Linda Barrett served for five 
years at Jackson's Point Corps 
(now Georgina Community 
Church), Ont. Then followed 
an appointment in Bermuda 
with Max as executive direc- 
tor and Linda as program dir- 
ector for the Harbour Light 
Centre, which included a 
homeless shelter for men 
and women, and a feeding 
program for street people. 
They also set up a halfway 
house for transients. Linda 
served for two years as the 
divisional director for sen- 
iors and Max as divisional 

secretary for business administration. "Bermuda was the highlight of 
my ministry because I witnessed changed lives and grew to love and 
respect the people of Bermuda," says Linda. After returning to Canada, 
the Barretts served as corps officers at West Hill Community Church in 
Toronto, and for the past eight years, Max was executive director and Linda 
the co-ordinator of services at Jackson's Point Conference Centre. 

"The promise I claimed upon entering training college, 'I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me' (Philippians 4:13), helped 
in every circumstance and I claim it again as we retire," says Linda. 
The Barretts are grateful that God has enriched their lives with three 
children and four grandchildren. Retirement will bring them home to 
Blaketown, N.L. 



Honouring Saskatoon Volunteers 

SASKATOON — The Salvation Army's community services hosted an appre- 
ciation luncheon in Saskatoon for 200 volunteers and guests. Ray Sider, 
who did a daily shift during the Christmas kettle campaign, was named 

bell ringer of the 
year. Susan Shacter 
and the violin girls 
(young musicians 
who serenaded 
passers-by during 
the Christmas ket- 
tle season) received 
the junior bell 
ringer award. Ivor 
andOrcaThokle,a 
husband and wife 
team, were named 
volunteers of the 
year. 



GAZETTE 

TERRITORIAL 
Re-instatement 

Betty-Lou Topping, with the rank of captain; Lori Mitchell, with the 
rank of captain 

CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

July 22-26 Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Colonels Floyd and Tracey Tidd 

July 24-25 Fenelon Falls, Ont. CE Div 
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Helping the Army Help Others 

MIRAMICHI, N.B.— Cpts 
Wilson and Darlene 
Sutton, community min- 
istries officers, hosted 
an appreciation dinner 
in Miramichi for more 
than 100 volunteers. The 
Suttons thanked them 
for their generous sup- 
port in helping out with 
the Christmas kettles, 
friendship dinners and 
for working shifts at the 

thrift store. Cpt Wilson Sutton said that 220 people annually contribute 
more than 5,600 volunteer hours to the Army. Several volunteers were 
recognized, including Alma Smith for 10 years of service. Smith says she 
likes working with The Salvation Army. "They do good work in the com- 
munity and I feel like I'm helping them help others." 



Accepted for Training 

Joshua Ivany, Westminster Park, London, Ontario Great Lakes Division 

I am humbled and filled 

with joy at the opportunity 

to train to be a Salvation 

Army officer. For years, my 

wife, Jenn, and I have felt 

a strong call to serve the 

Lord in full-time ministry. 

It's such a privilege to serve 

the least, the last and the 

lost. "Trust and obey, for 

there's no other way to be 

happy in Jesus, but to trust 

and obey." 

Jennifer Ivany, Westminster Park, London, Ontario Great Lakes Division 
This chorus is my testimony: "Where he leads me I will follow ... I'll go 
with him ... all the way." I long to follow the Lord where he leads. He is 
calling my husband and me to train to be Salvation Army officers. What 
happens next is in his hands. We will go. 

Brian Bobolo, Mountain Citadel, Hamilton, Ontario Great Lakes Division 
My family was active in 
outreach to the needy, 
believing that we serve God 
through serving people. I 
held this sentiment through- 
out my nursing career, but 
felt God was calling me to 
full-time ministry. I eventu- 
ally entered seminary and 
found a new church home 
at The Salvation Army. Its 
social justice perspectives 
appealed to me and I sensed 
God calling me to ministry 
as an Army officer. I look forward to a life of service to God's people. 

June Bobolo, Mountain Citadel, Hamilton, Ontario Great Lakes Division 
The Salvation Army has been my church home for a long time. I have 
grown tremendously as a Christian during my years at Mountain Citadel, 
and have felt God's call to the full-time ministry of the gospel. The thought 
of leaving Hamilton and taking on such a daunting challenge frightens 
me, yet I feel strengthened by the assurance that God is intimately 
involved in all aspects of my life. After much prayer, I am now ready to 
enter a new season in my life. I know God will be with me through the 
challenges ahead. 








TRIBUTE 

TORONTO — Jane Clarke Davey was born in Kentville, 
N.S. Jane devoted her life to her musical calling, leading 
and encouraging young vocalists in the Toronto area to 
dedicate their talents to Jesus. Her musical compositions 
are used internationally by Salvation Army bands, songsters 
and singing companies. Jane's legacy of music, infectious 
joy and grace brought much glory to her Saviour. She is 
missed by husband, Chris; and mother, Mrs Major Edith Clarke 

ESTEVAN, SASK.— Annette Yvonne Ward, a lifelong 
Salvationist, was born in 1918. She was enrolled as a 
senior soldier in 1932, and with her parents, Louis and 
Marie Bourquin, proclaimed Jesus Christ throughout the 
community. Following her marriage to Ed, she continued 
to be active in her corps' music, Sunday school and 
home league ministries. She also represented the Army 
whenever it provided practical support to the local fire department. 
Annette is survived by her loving family, including children Lt-Colonel 
Marilyn (David) Luginbuhl, Gwen (Derrell) Densley and Brian (Diane) 
Ward; brothers Louis (Ruth) Bourquin and Henri Bourquin; and sister, 
Helene (Ray) Barnstable. 

SURREY, B.C.— Frances Lilian Iversen was born in 1928. 
She loved sewing and always put others before herself. 
Her involvement with the Army included corps cadets 
and singing company, teaching Sunday school, being a 
Brownie and Guide leader, and participating in commun- 
ity care ministries. Frances attended the Army outpost 
in Capilano, B.C., and, in later years, Surrey Community 
Church. Survived by sons Brian and Dan Iversen, and sister, Christine 
Coates, Frances was loved by many and will be greatly missed. 

PETERBOROUGH, ONT.— Les French was a retired locksmith, 

lifelong member of Peterborough Temple, Second World 

War veteran, and longtime member of the Peterborough 

Kiwanis club and Kiwanis Music Festival. Les played in the 

Salvation Army band since childhood, and for many years 

helped at Salvation Army music camps. Les was married 

50 years to Vera (nee Grimsey), and is survived by son, 

David French, and family; daughter, Beth Julien, and family; and Connie 

Vizniowski's family of Peterborough. 

BELLEVILLE, ONT.— Anne Emily Grant Morris was born 

in 1921 and was a lifelong soldier of Belleville Citadel. She 

served as home league secretary for 25 years and young 

people's treasurer, and worked at The Salvation Army 

community and family services soup kitchen program for 

20 years. She was a faithful soldier for Christ and friend 

to many. Her favourite Bible verse was Proverbs 3:6, "In 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight." 

Anne loved God with all her heart, mind and soul, serving him every day 

in many ways. Anne is remembered with love by husband, Alf; daughters 

Heather and Margaret; her grandchildren and corps family. 

HAMILTON, ONT.— Born in St. John's, N.L., in 1919, Armoral 
Evangeline Westover was a devoted wife, mother, grand- 
mother and great-grandmother. A fourth-generation 
Salvationist, she was a faithful soldier who served in 
ministries in St. John's, at Montreal's Rosemount Corps, at 
Montreal Citadel, and at Argyle and Winterberry Heights 
Church in Hamilton, Ont. She was a Sunday school teacher 
and songster, and served in community care ministries. Her loyalty to her 
corps officers was unflinching, and her spiritual influence was passed on 
to continuing generations. Skilled in many disciplines, her creativity was 
evident in music, gardening, writing and crafts. In retirement, she and her 
husband, Graydon, lived in Mount Hope, Ont., and attended Winterberry 
Heights Church where she was "everybody's grammy" and encouraged 
new members to the congregation. She will be remembered by son, 
Bob (Beverly); daughters Lt-Colonel Lynda (Neil) and Wendy (Greg); eight 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 
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Outlive Your Life 

You Were Made to Make a Difference 

Max Lucodo 

"Are you more dinghy than cruise ship? More 
stand-in than movie star? More blue jeans than 
blueblood? Congratulations. God changes the 
world with folks like you." So writes inspira- 
tional author Max Lucado in his latest book, 
Outlive Your Life. Drawing on the lives of the 
apostles in the Book of Acts, Lucado encour- 
ages you to get off your knees, roll up your sleeves and perform 
works God has created you to do. His inspiring call will prompt 
you to spread God's love as you minister to your neighbours. 




EUGENE H.PETERSON 




PRACTICE 
RESURRECTION 



Practice Resurrection 

A Conversation on Growing Up in Christ 

Eugene H. Peterson 

There is no question that bringing men and 

women to new birth in Christ is essential. 

But, argues Eugene Peterson, isn't growth 

in Christ equally important? Yet the Church 

does not treat Christian character formation 

with equivalent urgency. We are generally 

uneasy with the quiet, obscure conditions 

in which growth takes place. Building maturity in Christ is too 

often neglected. In Practice Resurrection, Peterson brings the 

voice of Scripture, especially Paul's letter to the Ephesians, and 

the voice of the contemporary Christian congregation together 

to understand how to become mature in Christ. 

The Last Christian on Earth 

Uncover the Enemy's Plot to Undermine 
the Church 

Os Guinness 

Why do a growing number of Evangelicals 

believe that Jesus is one of many ways to 

salvation? How have churches allowed their 

teaching to become so distorted? Why doesn't 

"church growth" equal growth in discipleship 

and Christian maturity? Author and social 

critic Os Guinness' The Last Christian on Earth is a cultural analysis 

of how the Christian faith has been undermined by the modern 

world it helped to create. Written in the style of an espionage 

thriller, Guinness explores the Church from the vantage point of 

an adversary (a la C.S. Lewis' Screw tape Letters) with chapters on 

how we are being subverted by our own worldliness. 

Follow Me to Freedom 

Leading and Following as an Ordinary 
Radical 

Shone Claiborne and John M. Perkins 
The joint authors of Follow Me to Freedom know 
the hopes and longings of this age. One is 
young; the other is decades older. One lives 
in the inner city and has become a voice for 
compassionate change; the other is an African- 
American voice for civil rights who was almost 
beaten to death by police in Mississippi, before going on to 
counsel three presidents and launch a reconciliation movement. 
In a world hungry for radical hope, their stories, lessons learned 
and wisdom will inspire you to be the hands, feet and heart of 
real change. 
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A New Kind of 
Christianity 

Ten questions that are transforming the faith 
Brian D. McLaren 

REVIEWED BY CAPTAIN MARK BRAYE 




Brian D. McLaren 



New 
Kind of 
Christianity 



Brian McLaren may be the 
most polarizing individual in 
Christianity today. He challen- 
ges assumptions and attitudes and 
asks uncomfortable questions. He 
entices; he's provocative; he's daring. 
His thought-provoking and insightful 
books include A New Kind of Christian, 
A Generous Orthodoxy, The Secret 
Message of Jesus and Everything Must 
Change. 

McLaren's newest book does not 
disappoint or stray from controversy. 

In A New Kind of Christianity, McLaren takes us on a "who/what/ 
where/why/when" journey through the Christian faith of today 
and tomorrow. 

McLaren says there is good news and bad news for the Church. 
"The bad news: the Christian faith in all its forms is in trouble," 
he writes. "The good news: the Christian faith in all its forms is 
pregnant with new possibilities." 

What is this trouble? What are these new possibilities? Both 
the trouble and the possibilities are explored through the fol- 
lowing 10 questions: 

1 . What is the overarching storyline of the Bible? 

2. How should the Bible be understood? 

3. Is God violent? 

4. Who is Jesus and why is he important? 

5. What is the gospel? 

6. What do we do about the Church? 

7. Can we find a way to address human sexuality without 
fighting about it? 

8. Can we find a better way of viewing the future? 

9. How should followers of Jesus relate to people of other 
religions? 

10. How can we translate our quest into action? 

The responses and thoughts McLaren shares on each of these 
questions may irritate and infuriate you; they may inspire, edify 
and clarify; they may shine a light on something you never 
thought about before. Whatever your response, these questions 
are worth asking and the thoughts are worth reading. 

Every generation of the Church has to ask serious questions 
and take stock of its beliefs and practices. Being faithful servants 
of God, representing Jesus Christ and being used by the Holy 
Spirit in community requires this kind of reflection. 

Readers of A New Kind of Christianity will be reminded of 
the hope we have in the gospel and our triune God. Be chal- 
lenged, refreshed, inspired and encouraged. God may use this 
book and these questions to bless you and make you a blessing 
to others. 



WITNESS 




Doctor's Orders 

From Moncton to Haiti, physician John Li prescribes 
hope in difficult situations 

INTERVIEW BY JOHN McALISTER, SENIOR EDITOR 



Ve been a family physician in Moncton, 
N.B., since 1989. Through my family 
practice, I have close to 2,500 patients. 
In Moncton, family physicians also take 
care of their patients while in hospital, 
so I get up quite early in the morning to 
do rounds at the hospital before spend- 
ing a full day at the office. I often have 
to return to the hospital to check on my 
sicker patients at the end of the day. 



With regular 12- to 14-hour workdays, I'm 
kept very busy, particularly with the med- 
ical and legal paperwork that is required. 
This takes time away from my personal 
devotions and church community, so I 
try to keep disciplined in strengthening 
my faith. 



I've always wanted to help people. My 
grandfather was a traditional Chinese doc- 
tor in China, and my mother encouraged 
me to pursue a career in the health-care 
profession. 



I grew up in Hong Kong, but immigrated 
to Canada in 1974 when I was 16. Our 



first Canadian home was in Sydney, N.S., 
and I experienced a little bit of culture 
shock when I arrived in this land of 
opportunity. 



I met my wife, Arlene, while we were 
both studying at Dalhousie University 
in Halifax. During our university years, 
we did not attend church regularly. After 
we were married and had children, we 
felt it was important for them to have a 
church background. My wife came from 
a Salvation Army background, so we went 
to an Army church. 



I attend Moncton Citadel Community 
Church. My involvement at church was 
limited at first, as I was more focused 
on my professional life than on spiritual 
matters. After a spiritual awakening at a 
local men's camp in 1998, 1 became more 
involved with the spiritual side of church. 
I've been on the corps council off and on 
for the past 10 years, and I'm a member 
of the pastoral care committee, helping 
to disciple some of the newer members 
of the church. I also organize a monthly 
men's fellowship breakfast. I'm also the 



"parish doctor" for a good number of our 
congregation. 



My first overseas experience was a mis- 
sion trip to Zimbabwe. My daughter 
was attending Memorial University of 
Newfoundland in St. John's and decided 
to join a Salvation Army team travelling 
to Tshelanyemba Hospital. For five years 
I had felt the Holy Spirit calling me to do 
something like this, so when God provided 
this opportunity, I decided to volunteer as 
well. It was a spiritually fulfilling time for 
me. I was under the mentorship of Major 
(Dr.) Dawn Howse, who was a missionary 
doctor at Tshelanyemba for many years. 
Although of a small stature, she is truly a 
"giant" in the missionary field! I learned 
a lot from her. 



I planned to return to Zimbabwe, but when 
the earthquake hit Haiti, the Holy Spirit 
challenged me to offer my services to sup- 
port the Army's relief work there. I spent 
two-and-a-half weeks serving in Haiti at 
the local Salvation Army compound in 
Petit-Goave. I was touched by the strength 
of the people, the depth of their faith and 
their ability to cling to hope, even in the 
worst conditions. 



I met a single mother whose only child was 
in her last year of medical school in Port- 
au-Prince. It was obvious that the woman 
was not very well off, so she probably had 
to sacrifice everything to get her daugh- 
ter through university. Unfortunately her 
daughter was one of the many medical stu- 
dents killed when the campus collapsed. 
We shared some tears, and she said that she 
would be OK. She and her daughter were 
both Christians and she says she knows 
they will meet again in Heaven. 



As I grow stronger in my faith, this makes 
it easier for me to carry out my work. As 
patients face crises such as cancer, death 
or marriage breakdowns, it can be dif- 
ficult knowing what to say or do to help 
them. In many cases, medicine alone is 
not enough. I've become more at ease in 
sharing my faith, and I can instill hope 
in hopeless situations. I also leave Bibles 
and encouraging tracts in the waiting area. 
When appropriate, I take time to pray 
with my patients, particularly in stressful 
moments. Without my faith, I would have 
burned out a long time ago. 
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